Dear Parents,

Welcome to our latest newsletter. It has been an
incredibly busy period since my last official
correspondence with you and the school has been
involved in organising a number of highly successful
and interesting events. While our main priority
remains effective classroom teaching and learning, it is
heartening to see so many educationally worthwhile
activities going on both outside the classroom and
indeed outside the school. The following pages
attempt to give you a flavour of the events. | hope you
enjoy reading them.

Punctuality and Attendance

One aspect of MIS school life which was concerning me
was the degree of late-coming which we were
experiencing amongst our students. | am happy to
report that we have seen a marked overall
improvement in this areas and | would like to take this
opportunity of thanking you for your support in getting
the message across to our students. The overall
attendance figures are also very impressive. We cannot
stress enough the effect these aspects have on student
performance.

Student Dress Code and Code of Conduct

Another important aspect of school life here at MIS is
the manner in which students present themselves both
in terms of physical appearance and the way they
conduct themselves in and around the school campus.
We are continually reminding students of the
importance of total compliance with the Dress Code
and our Code of Conduct. As we approach a vital
period leading up to the internal and external
examinations, it is crucial that both of these aspects
continue to be given high priority. | would again ask for
your full support in discussing with them the
importance of self-discipline in terms of dress and
behaviour.

Examinations

Parents of students involved in either internal or
external examinations this term should find the
relevant exam timetable along with this newsletter.
Please work closely with your children in the period
leading up to the exams to ensure they achieve their
full potential.

Collecting students at the end of the day

Please make sure that you children are picked up as
soon as possible after 2.20pm. There are a number of
children still waiting as late as 2.45pm. Your
cooperation in this matter would be greatly
appreciated.

| look forward to working with your children for the
remainder of the term. | will be in contact with you for
the final time this session in the next newsletter in
June.

Brian McCormack, Principal

Carnival 2011
s & Congratulations to the

\ Ll_-_'i;u entire  school community
\ who participated this year in

our Annual Charity Carnival.
Lend a Helping Hand © ) We are very appreciative of
parents’ and students’
generosity. All proceeds will be donated to local Omani
charities. Thank you all once again but particularly to
those companies listed below, who have all sponsored
MIS again this year:
95.9 Hil FM
A’Saffa Foods
Al Darwish Travels, Qurum
Al Fatth Furniture LLC
Al Mina Bakery
All Prints Distributors
AMEX [Middle East]
Atlas Alsharq Electronics
Automatic Restaurant
Bait Muzna Gallery
BAK Company LLC
Bank Muscat
Bin Ahmed Enterprises
Caravans Flowers, Qurum
Cards and Gifts
Crowne Plaza Hotel
Dar Al Attad
Darcys Restaurant MQ
Desert Discovery Tours
Dunkin' Donuts Madinat Qaboos
e.oman
El Maghraby Eye & Ear Center
Essence Spa
Grand spa
Golden Tulip Hotel, Seeb
HMR Consultants
Iffco
Khamis Shoes
Malatan
Modern Bakery
Muscat Daily [Apex Publishing]
Nat Assoc for Cancer Awareness
Noor Majan
O Sole Mio Restaurant
Oman Arab Bank
Oman Fisheries Co.
Oman Foodstuff Factory LLC
Oman Refreshment Co. [Pepsi]
Palm Restaurants
Pavo Real Mexican Restaurant, MQ
Pizza Hut Delivery [PHD]
Risail Photography
Salalah Marriott Resort
Saud Bahwan Automotive, Toyota
Shangri La Bar Al Jissah Resort & Spa
Shell Marketing Group
SJS Group
Sweets of Oman
McDonalds
Alwan



From the Primary Desk

In the Primary section we finished Term Two in fine
style and have launched right on into Term Three with
the same enthusiasm. Teachers and students have
been working very hard, hand-in-hand with many
parents at times, to ensure that the teaching and
learning here at MIS is not only enriching, but also very
rewarding. It was great to see so many parents at our
midyear parent/teacher evening just before the break
and we hope to have many more at our upcoming
Science Fair.

World Math Day

All students participated in World Math Day during
March, competing with up to 1,298,834 students and
22,785 schools from 212 countries. Students were
able to play at home and at school against other
students around the world in live games of mental
arithmetic. A number of students from the Primary
Section received commendations for their efforts.

Science Fair

Preparations for the Science Fair began again last
month. The Fifth Annual Science Fair was held over 4
days, starting on Sunday 1** May and going through to
Wednesday 4th May.

All Primary students at M.LS. participated in the
Science Fair; from Kindergarten up to grade 6, but at
various difficulty levels. Students from grades 4 to 6
were expected to do an individual experiment project
in their own time at home while students from
Kindergarten to grade 3 were assisted by their Science
teacher to create their Science Fair experiments in the
classroom. The Fair was a great success with the
students bringing in some amazing work. You may
have seen the coverage in the local press.

Open Day

The Primary Section was open on Monday 25" April to
all prospective parents and families who wished to
enrol at MIS in the future. Parental response was
extremely favourable and staff enjoyed the
opportunity of opening up their classrooms for public
display.

A Reminder

e Qur Student Dress Code is published in the
Student Homework Planner. Can | please stress
that all students must wear their appropriate
uniform every day, including an appropriately
coloured jumper during cooler months? P.E. kit
is readily available for purchase and should
only be worn on P.E. days. Grades 5 and 6 are
reminded to bring their P.E. kit to school and
change before and after P.E.

® Parents are reminded that children can be
collected from the Marble Area after they
have been dismissed. Please refrain from
going upstairs at this very busy time in the day.
Likewise, we ask that students be dropped off
at the Marble Court in the morning. Teachers
are very busy with preparation at this time of
day and disruption can have an effect of this.
Our teachers are very open to meeting with
parents, but please do make an appointment.

e Lost property will be displayed and all items
which are clearly labelled will be returned to
their rightful owners. Items which are not
collected will be donated to charity. Please
ensure that all the items which your child
brings to school are clearly labelled. In this
way its safe return if lost can be assured!

Gordon Parrish, Head of Primary

From the Secondary Desk

The secondary school finished term 2 at the end of
March knowing that students would be using their
spring break to continue their revision for the internal
and external exams. We are now in another busy term
where the staff and students have been busy preparing
for the impending external and internal examinations.
| would ask parents to assist in ensuring that students
are attending regularly to avail of the revision classes.
Students should be studying and preparing a revision
timetable. It is also very important that students are
eating a healthy balanced diet with breakfast in the
morning. Students must ensure they have had a good
night’s sleep too.

As you read through this newsletter you will find a
variety of events that students have organised and
participated in. This second term saw the Green team
involved in a beach cleanup in Qantab, a number of
celebration assemblies where our talented students
have performed for the school.

The Art department has been very busy preparing for
the IGCSE examinations with the younger students
having an opportunity to visit Cafe’ Ceramic in Qurum.

The highlight of the term was our school production
‘Aladdin” which left the audience mesmerised with the
superb acting and set design.

| wish the students who are sitting IGCSE, GED and A
Level exams, the very best in their forthcoming
examinations. | wish them every success in whatever
they choose for the future and pray that Allah makes
them successful in all their endeavours.

Khalil Ahmed, Acting Head of Secondary



GREEN TEAM

The Green Team was started in September and
students have been keen to help with the recycling
project. We have instigated the collection of plastic
bottles and paper. Several blue bins and boxes have
been placed around the school for staff and pupils to
use. The Green Team are proud to say that they have
been a huge success and thanks all the staff and
students who are supporting the recycling project.
There are other projects and events happening at the
moment, like the making of campfire blocks from
waste paper as well as a beach clean and BBQ trip have
all been planned. We would like to ask all staff and
students to bring any plastic bottles they have at home
into school also.

Let’s make the world a healthier place. Stay clean stay
GREEN.

Music Department News

International Expo
This featured music
from around the
world, including
traditional Omani
song and Dance,
Gamelan Music and
Lebanese dancers.
Grade 10 and 11 performers

“Stars in Your Eyes”

This was a very successful evening performance in the
theatre with a total
of 14 different acts
from students and
staff. There were
prizes for the
winners along with

entertainment
awards for some
performers:

1% Prize — Ghassan

2" Prize — Suleiman, Abdullah, Ajib and Amal

3" Prize — Amal, Othaila and Muhanned

Café Ceramic

Art Department News

Drawing in the Library

Grade 10 IGCSE Student producing observational
drawings for their
project Sanctuary.

Grade 10 IGCSE Art Trip

Students in year 10 IGCSE Art went out for the morning
of the 8" of February to visit the Bait Muzna Art gallery
and Bait Zubair Museum. This trip enhanced the
student’s coursework as they were able to directly
produce observational drawings and research from the
artists work.

8A Art/ Form Trip to

23" February 2011
Students visited Café Ceramic with their form group for
a fun filled morning of Art.




